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STATE OF GEORGIA

Division of Family and Children Services
      Nathan Deal
        Bobby D. Cagle 
           Governor 
                  Director


NON-COMPLIANCE WITH VERIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

YOUTH AGE 18 AND OLDER

 TERMINATION NOTICE

[Enter Return Address]
Date:      
[Enter Recipient's Address]
Regarding:      
Dear      :

This letter serves as official notice from       County DFCS that Adoption Assistance benefits for       may be terminated as of       due to required information not being received in a timely manner.  Please provide the required information checked below by       in order to avoid termination of Adoption Assistance Benefits.   Once Adoption Assistance benefits are terminated for children age 18 or older, they cannot be reinstated, unless approved by the Social Services Administration Unit.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Quarterly Verification of full-time enrollment/attendance in school provided on official school letterhead and signed/dated by a school official.  It should indicate the expected date of graduation.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Quarterly Verification of full-time enrollment in College or Technical School provided in the form of a current official class schedule or a signed/dated statement by college administrative staff on official  letterhead.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Application / Acceptance Letter, verifying child has either applied or been accepted to a College or Technical School (see attached policy for verification deadlines).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   OTHER:  "REF Text15" 
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Please contact me by phone at [Enter Phone Number] and e-mail at [Enter Email Address] if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

     
ADOPTION ASSISTANCE BENEFITS – REQUIREMENTS FOR ELIGIBILITY BEYOND AGE 18

HIGH SCHOOL ONLY - Requirements for Youth Who Are Eligible While in High School Only (indicated by the check box in the Eligibility Letter)
Adoption Assistance can be continued in High School until graduation or the youth’s 21st birthday, whichever occurs first, but only if the conditions below are met: 

· Adoptive Parents must send written proof/verification of full-time high school attendance to the DFCS Adoption Assistance worker prior to the youth’s 18th birthday, using the due date provided by DFCS.
· Adoptive Parents must send written proof/verification of full-time high school attendance on an ongoing quarterly basis (every 90 days) following the youth’s18th birthday, using due dates set by DFCS.

· Adoptive Parents must send verifications to DFCS in accordance with the due dates given by DFCS.  Adoptive parents are responsible for ensuring the information is received by DFCS in a timely manner in order for benefits to continue.
· Written verification of full-time school attendance must be on official school letterhead and signed/dated by school officials.  The verification letter should also indicate the expected graduation date.

· There can be no gaps in full-time attendance (no skipped quarters or semesters), other than the summer.

· GED and Job Corp do not qualify as high school attendance, and thus do not meet the standard for Adoption Assistance to continue past age 18.

· Adoption Assistance for youth in a home school environment may only continue until the youth reaches age 19.  Verification must be provided in line with Board of Education requirements and must be approved by DFCS.

· The youth must continue to be financially dependent upon the adoptive parent(s), not married, and not in the military.
· Adoptive Parents must inform the Adoption Assistance worker immediately if youth is no longer attending school full-time.
HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, TECH SCHOOL -  Requirements for Youth Who Are Deemed Eligible While in High School, College, or   Technical School (indicated by the check box in Eligibility Letter)
Adoption Assistance can be continued into High School, College or Technical School until graduation or the youth’s 21st birthday, whichever occurs first, but only if the conditions below are met:    

· Adoptive Parents must send written proof/verification of full-time high school, college or tech school enrollment / attendance to the DFCS Adoption Assistance worker prior to the youth’s 18th birthday, using the due date provided by DFCS. 
· Adoptive Parents must provide written proof/verification of full-time high school, college, or tech school enrollment / attendance on an ongoing quarterly basis (every 90 days) following the youth’s 18th birthday, using due dates set by DFCS. 
· Adoptive Parents must send verifications to DFCS in accordance with the due dates given by DFCS.  Adoptive parents are responsible for ensuring the information is received by DFCS in a timely manner in order for benefits to continue.
· For Youth Graduating High School with Plans to Attend College or Tech school:
1. Adoptive Parents must provide proof of application being made for the chosen college/technical school to the DFCS Adoption Assistance worker by July 31st for youth graduating from high school with plans to attend college or technical school (especially for children already age 18 at the time of high school graduation).
2. Adoptive Parents must provide written proof/verification of a youth’s acceptance and full-time enrollment in a college or tech school for the Fall term by September 15th for youth who recently graduated from high school.
· Written verification of full-time high school attendance must be on official school letterhead and signed/dated by school officials. The verification letter should indicate the expected graduation date.

· Verification of full-time college/technical school enrollment/attendance must be in the form of a signed/dated letter from college administrative staff on official letterhead OR in the form of a printout from an official website which clearly indicates the classes and number of hours which the youth is currently enrolled in and attending.

· The college/technical school student must be enrolled in and attending the equivalent of 12 semester hours or more to meet the Adoption Assistance requirement of “full-time”.  The adoptive parent must notify the DFCS county worker immediately if the student is no longer “full-time” to avoid overpayment.  

· There can be no gaps in full-time enrollment/attendance (no skipped quarters or semesters), other than the summer.

· GED and Job Corp do not qualify as high school or college/technical school attendance, and thus do not meet the standard for Adoption Assistance to continue past age 18 (end of the 18th birth month).
· Adoption Assistance for youth in a home school environment may only continue until the youth reaches age 19.  Verification must be provided in line with Board of Education requirements and must be approved by DFCS.

· The child must continue to be financially dependent upon the adoptive parent(s). 

Adoptive Parents are encouraged to contact their DFCS Adoption Assistance worker prior to any deadlines, to seek clarification of any policies regarding children over 18.
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