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Topic:  Domestic Violence (Intimate Family Violence)
Sub-Topic:  Importance of Engaging the Adult Victim
Info, Facts and Stats
· Domestic violence is purposeful in nature, resulting from a batterer’s desire for power and control over his or her partner.  It involves dynamics such as: social isolation, threats, physical and sexual assault, verbal abuse and financial dependency;

· Domestic violence is the leading cause of injuries to women age fifteen to forty-four…more than automobile accidents, mugging and cancer deaths combined; 
· Eighty-five percent of adult victims of domestic violence are women;
· One in four women is physically or sexually assaulted by a man during her lifetime in the United States;
· In forty-three percent of households with children where domestic violence occurs, at least one child is under the age of twelve; 
· In 2009 Georgia had 125 deaths resulting from domestic violence;
· Domestic violence often co-occurs with child abuse (by batterer) and has a cyclical effect of generating violence against adults and/or children in subsequent generations.  
Keys to Good Practice 
· Be cautious not to assume that initial lack of cooperation or disclosure on the part of the adult victim means that she is placing her child at risk.  It may very well be the result of lack of trust and/or fear of retribution (by batterer or by our agency).  Show empathy and a genuine desire to partner with the adult victim to keep her child safe; 
· It is essential that we assess not only the safety of the child victim but also that of the adult victim, bearing in mind that the child is our ultimate priority;
· Never question an adult victim of domestic violence about  her relationships with the batterer in the presence of the batterer (or any third parties) as this will place her safety in jeopardy and will likely ensure you are not given accurate information; 
· Do ask collaterals if domestic violence could be an issue; 
· When safety risk factors exist, take immediate action in partnership with the adult victim to resolve via a safety plan.  This can include our agency supporting the process of securing a protective order that calls for the batterer to be removed from the home and to cease contact with the victims pending further order from the court.  If you are unable to accompany the adult victim who is willing to pursue a protective order, please assist the victim in making contact with victim-witness services in your local prosecutor’s office or with the local magistrate judge;  
· Assess adult victim’s protective capacity to include: desire and ability to protect child from future harm, healthy attachment to her child, willingness and ability to adhere to a safety plan and connections to supportive extended family and friends, recognizing that in some situations, adult victims simply cannot protect until firm support services are in place.  If you remove a child from a victim of domestic violence for this reason, you should make sure she understands that it is based on her current ability to protect and can be addressed through a plan over time; 
· Collaborate with our local domestic violence agencies and coalitions to:

· Provide victims with supportive services

· Consult about complex cases (domestic violence often co-occurs with substance abuse)

· Engage in family team meetings

e-Links for Learning More
· Georgia Coalition Against Domestic Violence- www.gcadv.org; provides domestic violence materials and training; provide consultation and assistance to Georgia’s 46 certified domestic violence programs.

· Georgia Commission on Family Violence- www.gcfv.org; liaison with law enforcement, the courts and with legislators; programs include the Family Violence Intervention Programs, Domestic Violence Fatality Review.
· Georgia Network to End Sexual Assault- www.gnesa.org; provide sexual assault training and materials; provide consultation and assistance to Georgia’s Sexual Assault programs.
Ask an Expert (Contact Information)
· Kim Washington, kiwashington@dhr.state.ga.us , 404-657-3413
Current Training Opportunities 
· OCP 303 “Family Violence” offered by ETS for understanding of “basics”.  ETS is in the initial phase of developing an advanced course through the Professional Excellence Program.
